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agent be made to rest not with the principal but with
the other party to the * contract' ? In the natural
course of events it is the would-be Dominion Govern-
ment of India that will inherit and exercise all the
prerogatives and functions that the Government of
India today exercises either in its own right or under
delegated authority of the Crown, just as the Govern-
ment of India exercised all the Company's powers
when it succeeded the latter in 1858. Moreover, it must
be remembered that -in constitutional parlance the
Crown is only a convenient expression for the King-
in-Parliament. The British Constitution does not
recognize any limitation upon the supremacy of the
Parliament. A statute of Parliament in a crisis like
the present can, and would necessarily have to, cede
the exercise of Paramountcy to ministers responsible
to an Indian legislature. As Professor Keith has
pointed out:
* It is impossible   for  the  Crown's   advisers to
contend that the peoples of States shall be denied the
rights   of   Indians in the provinces,   and it is   their
clear   duty to advise   the King-Emperor to   use  this
authority   to secure   that   Princes   shall   enter upon
constitutional reforms which will result at no distant
date in securing Responsible Government therein. No
Federation can be   deemed in the   interest of India,
if in it representatives of the people of the provinces
are compelled to sit with the nominees of irresponsible
Rulers. There is, in fact, no answer to Mr. Gandhis
claim    that   the   Princes are   bound to   follow   the
Crown in its transfer'of   authority to the people.'
The   choice   before   the   Princes,   as  Sir* Samuel
Hoare   declared in the course of the   Government of
India Act  debate   in the House of Commons, is that
they must either continue in a state of vassalage under
the   Paramountcy of the Crown   which  refuses to be
defined and whose scope is therefore infinite; or they
may share the honour and privilege with their compa-